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GSHS Faculty
with New
Academic Title

L)
Assistant Professor
Dr. Mohammad
Manzoor Malik
Religion and Theology
with specialization in
Islamic Studies

Assistant Professor
Dr. Rajitha Menon
Arikkatt
Psychology

Assistant Professor
Dr. Santosh
Ayathupady

Mohanan
Psychology
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Ph.D. Candidate, Yanzhu Chen (Celeste)

Earning an advanced degree is a challenge for
EVERYONE. Regardless of your program or
which degree you are seeking, we all need a
little help along the way. | recently asked my
advisee, Celeste, to “tell her story” in hopes it
would inspire and motivate you to work
through your struggles. Her story has helped
me to persevere and | hope it will do the same

for you. — Dr. Matthew Merritt, EAL Faculty

Hil My name is Yanzhu Chen (F5Z%r) , Celeste,
and | am part of the Graduate School of Human
Sciences in Assumption University in the Kingdom
of Thailand. | am a PhD candidate in the class of
2020 with a research interest in Educational

Administration Leadership.

| was born in Guiyang, Guizhou Province, China in
1991. | was only 1.70 kg at birth, and | could not eat
on my own. | was diagnosed with pediatric cerebral
palsy 10 months after birth. After the diagnosis, even
though my family was very sad and overwhelmed,
they took me on without any hesitation and began
day after day of rigorous rehabilitation and training

on the advice of my doctor.

| have no memory of the first time | stood up, but the
scene of me taking my first steps independently is
still vivid and fresh in my mind. It was a nice, spring
morning when my parents and uncle took me to a
lawn that ended at a cliff. Yes, my first steps in life
were taken threateningly, with difficulty, but
smoothly, on the edge of the cliff! | was finally barely
able to walk freely before entering primary school at
the age of eight. Because of the uninterrupted
physical training for myself and although | can't
move as smoothly and coordinately as a normal

person, my daily life has been completely self-care.

Throughout my life, | consider myself a very lucky
person. | have parents who never give up on me,
teachers who have supported me, warm and friendly
classmates and friends, and even more. | have
persevered in the face of all kinds of difficulties. |
would like to thank them all, including myself, for
every step | have taken, both physically and

academically.

Growing up as a child with special needs has
enabled me to have a different perspective from the
norm, and the same is true for my academic choices.

[cont. on page 2, Celeste]



. ! Assistant Prof. Dr. Manzoor Malik,

Program Director of Graduate Programs

in Philosophy and Religion, delivered the

1 keynote speech at the “2nd Asia Pacific

\(APCERSSH 2023)
Conference on Educational Research,

l_gjl_}gﬂl’ lng'RES Social  Science and  Humanities

Inspiration and

Determination

Yanzhu Chen

(APCERSSH 2023)" on 25 September
2023. Dr. Malik spoke on the theme of
“Education, Humanities and Social
Sciences: Commonalities and
Integration”. The event was held at the
Mandarin Hotel Bangkok. The speech
stressed identifying the common ground
between  these  disciplines  and
emphasized their integration in pedagogy
and research.
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[cont. from page 1, Celeste]

| know that in real life, children with
special needs and the teachers
who teach children with special
needs belong to a relatively small
group of people in society. Whether
or not special children can fully
integrate into the society built by
normal people is the key to their
survival. Therefore, training special
children to develop the abilities to
break through societal barriers
needs to become one of the
essential educational concepts for
special education teachers. Thus,
this has become the main theme of
my research topic.

At the beginning of my studies, my
research objectives were about the
influence of parenting styles on the
development of social adjustment
of children with special needs and
how effective parenting styles is in
favor of the development of social
adjustment of children with special
needs. After entering the doctoral
program here at Assumption
University, | shifted my focus to

special education school teachers,

who have the greatest influence on
children with special needs after

parents.

“Celeste kindly helped me when
| consulted her with experience
in doctoral learning and essay
writing. She also guided me
about how to extend my ED-
VISA! What surprises me even
more is that Celeste and | are
from the same city in China,
which is amazing.”

—Yang Li, EAL Ph.D. student
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Since teachers in special education
schools face many difficulties when
dealing with children with special
needs, and whether they are able to
face and break through the
difficulties after regrouping
becomes the key to the
professional stability of teachers in
special education schools. | chose
teacher resilience of teachers in
special education schools as the
topic of my doctoral program, and |
intend to explore the enhancement
of resilience in teachers of special
schools

education through

administrational support and

leadership.
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Ultimately, the aimis to explore the
improvement of teacher resilience
in special education schools
through administrative leadership in
order to ultimately achieve the goal
of facilitating the development of

special children.

Currently, | have completed the first
of two milestones required for the
award of the PhD degree, and |
have published two articles. | am
looking forward to successfully
obtaining my PhD degree by the
beginning of 2025. In the future, |
hope to enter the scientific research
department, and to be able to truly
stand for children with special
needs. | would like to use my own
experience to influence policy
makers on special education in
China. At the same time, | also
hope that through my case of
special growth, | can let special
children know that they can be like
ordinary children and become a
member of the society constructed
by normal people and contribute

their own strength.
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* Dean,

Graduate

School of Human

Sciences (2021 — present)
* Dean, Theodore Maria School of Arts,
Assumption University, Thailand (2010 to

2018)

* Associate Dean,

Faculty of Arts,

Assumption University, Thailand (2006 to

2009)
» Chairperson,

Department of Business

English, Faculty of Arts, Thailand (2004-

2005)

Meet the Dean: Dr. Chayada Thanavisuth

My educational path began with a bachelor's
degree in education (B.Ed.) from Chulalongkorn
University. My passion for teaching in Higher
Education led me to pursue a master’'s degree in
English Teaching as Other Languages from
California State University, Fresno, USA in 1992.
Later, in 1998, | earned my PhD in Linguistics,
specializing in Psycholinguistics, from
Chulalongkorn University in Thailand.

Immediately after completing my PhD, | joined the
Faculty of Arts at Assumption University, where I've
dedicated my time and efforts for nearly 25 years. |
can honestly say that I've thoroughly enjoyed my
time here because of the diverse roles I've taken
on, which have kept me engaged and enthusiastic.
With over two decades of experience in teaching
and administrative tasks, I've honed leadership
qualities such as inclusivity, communication,
collaboration, innovation, and problem-solving.
Serving as the current Dean of the Graduate
School of Human Sciences at Assumption
University is an immense honor for me. | am deeply
grateful to the former Deans who laid the
foundation for a school with highly qualified faculty
members and dedicated staff.

My commitment is to continue the tradition of
academic excellence by supporting rigorous

educational programs, promoting research, and
maintaining high standards of teaching and
learning.
We will also enhance our programs with
extracurricular activities to equip our students
with both essential knowledge and the soft skills
necessary for success in their careers.
Furthermore, | am dedicated to building strong
connections and collaborations with both global
and local communities.
| envision the Graduate School of Human
Sciences being recognized as a leading hub of
knowledge that contributes to improving the
human condition. Our goal is to prepare our
graduates for 21st-century careers and foster a
culture of lifelong learning. | am dedicated to
creating an inclusive and diverse academic
environment where every voice is heard and
valued.
| want to extend my heartfelt thanks to our faculty,
staff, and students for their dedicated work and
commendable achievements. The school would
greatly appreciate your efforts in promoting our
programs as ambassadors to the wider public.
Together, let's strive for the next level of success!
Dr. Chayada Thanavisuth
Dean of Graduate School of Human Sciences

ACADEMIC WRITING RESOURCE CORNER: GRAD COACH

https://www.youtube.com/c/GradCoach
Need help with these topics?
No? There are many more...

LITERATURE REVIEW

Literature Review 101:
SIMPLE Explainer With...

Write Your
Methodology
Chapter

How To Write The Research

apter: 5...
How To Write The

Methodology
Chapter

How To Write A Methodology
Chapter For A Dissertation ...

How to write a
dissertation
or thesis.

8 Straightforward
Steps + Examples

How To Write A Dissertation
Or Thesis - 8 Steo Tutorial +...

How To Find A Solid
Research Topic

APA 7TH ED.
FORMATTING

» Free Word. Template

How To Find A Research
™ Topics & Ideas For A...

APA 7th Edition Tutorial '+
How To Format Your Studen...

Graduate Programs in
Philosophy and Religion
made two sightseeing
trips in September 2023.
These were aimed at
student development
regarding philosophy,
religion, and cultural
awareness.

Photo Credits: Dr. Malik




Mark Your
Calendar

November 10, 2023
New Student
Orientation

November 13, 2023
Semester 2/2023
starts

December 16, 2023
GSHS Cultural Field
Trip to Ayuthya

February 2, 2024
Thank You Gift Away

Party

February 17, 2024
GSHS Reunion Party

The Graduate School of Human

Sciences Newsletter is produced by:

Dr. Chayada Thanavisuth, Chair &
Advisor

Dr. Marilyn Deocampo, Advisor

Asst. Prof. Dr. Poonpilas Asavisanu,
Advisor

Asst. Prof. Dr. Mohammad Manzoor
Malik, Advisor

Dr. Parvathy Varma Shyamala
Kumari, Advisor

Dr. Matthew R. Merritt, Editor
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ELT Booth at 'lELE Language Cafe' a Resounding Success,
Sets New Benchmark for Community Engagement

On September 5-6, Assumption University
hosted the 'IELE
celebration of language and culture. Among

Language Cafe,’ a

the standout features was the ELT English
Booth, led by the Graduate School of Human
Sciences. With a focus on promoting the MA
Language
enhancement, and social responsibility

in  English Teaching,  skill
through fundraising, the booth left an
indelible mark.

Our booth was a microcosm of what the ELT

program offers, blending educational
activities with cultural representation. Two
performances from our students—one
traditional Chinese singing and the other hip-
grabbed
attention and showcased the balance of
tradition and modernity inherent in our

curriculum.

hop dancing—successfully

Graduate School of Human Sciences
D Building, 5th Floor

Hua Mak Ramkhamhaeng 24 Road
Bangkok 10240 Thailand

Tel. (66) 02 300 4543-53 ext 3718,
3636 Fax. (66) 02 300 4143
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The collaborative spirit was evident as students
and teachers jointly managed the booth's diverse
offerings, from interactive games to tarot
readings. Everyone pitched in, not only making
the event educational but also fun and engaging.

Fundraising was another triumph, with proceeds
set to benefit a designated charity, underlining
the university's ethos of social responsibility.

In summary, the ELT Booth was a collective

achievement that mirrored  Assumption
University's commitment to holistic education
and community service. It fulfilled its objectives
brilliantly, promising an exciting future for similar

endeavors.

By Aisoon Sakthanawong,
Chair of Student Committee,
Graduate School of Human Sciences
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